An t-oilean drafochta

Ar feadh na gcéadta bliain chreid daoine go raibh oilean
i bhfad amach san Atlantach ar a tugadh Hy Brasil.

D’fhéadfai é a fheiceail anois is aris 6 ch6sta Chonamara. Céibh Bhail
o 5 , o s e o , s na hAbhann
| Chuaigh taiscéalaithe sa toir ar an oilean seo agus bhi sé
T e ' le feicedil ar na cairteacha a bhiodh ag na mairnéalaigh gy oiztinion i ) s s

sna meanaoiseanna.

Seo a leanas a bhi ag déanamh imni don staraf Roderick O
Flaithearta ‘mas talamh réaddil agus chrua a bhi san oilean,
a choimeadann Dia faoi cheilt, mar pharthas saolta,
A n6 scamaill aeracha bhréige le feiceail ar bharr an uisce,
S ol né ar chruthaigh ainspridi é seo’. De réir na dtaifeadtai,

ba sa bhliain 1872 a chonacthas an t-oiledan go deireanach.

‘Is ar an bhfear laidir a bhionn an t-adh’
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Ba é sin an mana a bhi ag taoisigh threibh na SACT Y pils]
bhFlaitheartach, an treibh a raibh Conamara faoina b *
smacht ar feadh na gcéadta bliain. Cailleadh an starai,
Roderick, an duine deiridh den treibh, anseo sa
bhliain 1718.

The enchanted island
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| ‘ For centuries people believed that there was an island far
» o R . out in the Atlantic called Hy Brasil. It could occasionally
- ; be seen from the Conamara coast. Explorers set off to
find it and it appeared on medieval seafaring charts.

Historian Roderick O’Flaherty wondered if the island
il ¥ ‘be real and firm land, kept hidden by God, as the earthly
paradise, or else some illusion of airy clouds appearing
on the surface of the sea, or the craft of evil spirits’.
The last recorded sighting was in 1872.

‘Fortune favours the strong’
This was the motto of the chiefs of the O’Flaherty

clan who ruled much of Conamara for centuries. Crve alllmipllel el
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Historian Roderick, the last of the line, died here in 'iv: 5:__:’ 5,;»5;--;.-:;" criered
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poverty in 1718, having been cheated of his lands. el ettt
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Sonrai 6n léarscail Ortelius 1572 a léirionn
an t-oilean ar a dtugtar Hy Brasil

Detail from Ortelius 1572 map of Ireland
showing the island of Hy Brasil

b

Q)
S erl Adrid odrejooted U

wildatlanticway.com

s 925 |




